October Reading Task
Read the following stories about calamitous cats and answers the question below. This task practices reading for specific information, so it’s best to look at the question first, and then try to find the answer. Email your answers to felicity@culturalhomestay.com Good luck!

A. Cat survives night frozen to the ground

Mrs Spears, an office cleaner from Leeds arrived at work one cold, winter morning. The temperature was very low and it was beginning to snow. Hurrying to go inside ad get warm she was surprised to see something large and still outside the office door. She looked closely and was shocked to discover it was a cat frozen to the ground. “It gave me a real fright!” she said. Mrs Spears realised the cat was alive but unable to move so she wrapped it up in her coat. When the officer workers arrived they too put their coats around the cat. Eventually he started to move and open his eyes. They carried him inside the office, put him near a heater and gave him some warm milk to drink. Now he lives in the office and he has a new name: “Lucky”!

B. Cat survives trip on roof of owner’s car 

Mr Giles from North Devon left his house one morning and there, as usual, was his cat, Pickles, sitting on his car. Mr Giles chased Pickles away and then got into his car and drove to work. Heavy traffic in the morning meant that Mr Giles was unable to drive very fast, so he was surprised to see a police car behind him with flashing lights. As Mr Giles slowed down to pull over he was shocked to see something large and grey slide down the car’s windscreen. “It gave me a real fright, and then I realised it was Pickles and he was terrified!” The policeman got out of his car and told Mr Giles that he saw the cat and thought it was a toy being carried on the roof as a joke. Now Mr Giles always checks Pickles is not near the car when he drives to work!

Which story (if any) are the following sentences about – A, B, both or neither?

1. A cat is mistaken for a toy

2. A cat scares its owner

3. Someone finds a cat in the heater

4. A cat gets trapped in a car

5. A cat finds a new home

6. Someone makes a cat play a trick

7. A cat gets stuck

8. Many people try to help a cat

Now answer these questions in full sentences. Give as much detail as possible:

9. Where did Mrs Spears find Lucky?

10. How did they warm Lucky up?

11. Why couldn’t Lucky move?

12. How did Pickles stay on the roof of the car for so long?

13. Who was the first person to see Pickles on the roof of the moving car?

1. How is Mr Giles more careful these days?

October Grammar Task

Present Perfect vs. Past Simple.

Both these tenses are used to talk about something that happened in the past. However, the past simple tense is used to talk about something that has finished, but the present perfect is used when an action is unfinished, or relates to the present. For example-

· I have been to see Madonna in Concert (talking about an experience in your life, and your life is continuing now. 

· Chris has lost his car keys again! (This happened at some time in the past, but it is important NOW – he needs his keys and realises that he doesn’t have them)

· I’ve been waiting for the bus for 15 minutes now, and its still not here (The action started in the past, continued to the present, and may continue to the future)
This task will practice the difference between the past simple and the present perfect tenses. Read the following sentences and decide whether the underlined parts of the sentences are correct or incorrect? If you think it is incorrect, please write the correct version. Please email the questions and your answers to felicity@culturalhomestay.com by the end of October. Good luck!

1. Do you know about Sue? She’s given up her job.
2. The Chinese have invented the printing press.

3. How many plays has Shakespeare written?

4. Have you read any English magazines since you came to the UK?

5. John Lennon has been the most popular member of The Beatles.

6. Ow! I’ve cut my finger. It’s bleeding.

7. My grandparents have got married in Manchester.

8. Emma isn’t at home. She’s gone shopping.

9. Look! Someone has spilt Ribena on the carpet. Quick, get a cloth!

10. The plane has taken off 10 minutes ago.

October Vocabulary Task.

October’s vocabulary task is about which verbs and nouns go together. For example, we can put the verb “have” with the nouns “a party”, “a cold” or “lunch”. We cannot put the verb “have” with the noun “a bad mood” (for this we say - “I am in a bad mood”, therefore using the verb to be; to be in a bad mood).

Your tasks this month is to read the following verbs and nouns, and decide which one is the odd one out (i.e. they don’t go together). Then using the odd one out, rewrite a correct sentence using a different verb. Look at the following example using the verbs and nouns above:

1. a) Have a party 

 b) Have a bad mood

 c) Have a cold

 d) Have an idea.

You write: b is incorrect. The correct version is: to be in a bad mood – “I was in a bad mood yesterday because I got caught in the rain.

Remember to write your answers in a full sentence, and to use the spell check button. Email your answers to felicity@culturalhomestay.com Good luck!

1. a) make a fuss

 b) make my hair

 c) make a mistake

 d) make an appointment

2. a) take a break 

    b) take an exam

    c) take a lunch

    d) time

3. a) perform an operation

    b) perform a trick

    c) perform a speech

    d) a song

4. a) draw a novel

    b) draw a match

    c) draw attention to yourself

    d) draw out money

5. a) miss the chance

    b) miss my purse

    c) miss the point

    d) miss my family

October Writing Task 1

Every month on the BBS you will have a writing task to complete. For October please go on to the Chat Forum (not EFL forum) on the BBS and write between 100 and 150 words about your first weeks at your UK school. 

Compare the ideas you had about your school before you went there and what it is actually like.  Remember, please do not e-mail it to me, put it on the BBS so that your fellow AYPs can also read about your experiences!
October Writing Task 2- Brainstorming Exercise
This is the first of your practice exercises for writing essays. 

Look at the following essay question and one student’s brainstormed ideas. Think of one example for each of the points written below. Write your ideas in note form (i.e. not full sentences). YOU DO NOT NEED TO WRITE AN ESSAY ABOUT THIS TOPIC.
Email the question and your answer to felicity@culturalhomestay.com before the last week of October. Good luck!

Essay Question

Are you for or against wearing school uniform? Give reasons to support your answers.

Brainstorming Ideas
1. Its cheap – example: My entire uniform costs £50.00 and it lasts all year. 1 pair of jeans costs £50 or £60.

2. Everyone is equal at school 

3. School is not an excuse for a fashion show
4. Don’t have to worry about clothes every morning

5. Against the individual

6. Only for younger children

7. Easy to wash
8. No freedom of expression
9. People know which school you are from

10. Don’t have in USA
11. You should be proud to represent your school

Possible answers:

1. No-one can judge you on your appearance only

2. Students shouldn’t have to feel pressure to dress up to go to school

3. You have more time to eat breakfast or sleep!

4. It’s like the army

5. They don’t care about what they wear, but for teenagers it becomes important

6. Also easy to dry, so can be washed many times, so not a problem if it gets dirty often

7. You have to be well behaved when you are out in public

8. American teenagers seem to be more mature

9. It is an important part of your life and development

