November BBS Tasks
Please send your homework to homework@culturalhomestay.com before the end of November. Please also cc to felicity@culturalhomestay.com Good luck!

Grammar Task
Simple Past vs. Past Perfect

When we talk about something that happened in the past we use the past simple:

“Sarah arrived at the party.” – This is the starting point of the story. However, if we want to talk about something that happened before this we use the past perfect (had…)

“When Sarah arrived at the party, Paul had already gone home.”

Therefore the order of events is as follows:

1. Paul arrived at the party

2. Paul left the party

3. Sarah arrived at the party

So, the past perfect can be used to make your English more sophisticated; using lots of different tenses and jumping back and forth in time.

Your November grammar task is to read the story below and fill in the gaps with either the simple past or the past perfect version of the verb in brackets. Remember to think of the events in order of time, not in the order that you read them. 

I can’t believe I ________ (get) that apartment. I _______ (submit) my application last week, but I didn’t think I had a chance of actually getting it. When I _________ (go) there to take a look around, there were at least 20 other people who ________ (arrive) before me. Most of them ____________ (fill, already) out their applications and were already leaving. The landlord said I could still apply. So I did.

I _______ (try) to fill out the form, but I couldn’t answer half the questions. They _______ me to include references, but I didn’t want to include my previous landlords because I _______ (have) some problems with him and I knew that he wouldn’t recommend me.  I _______ (end) up giving my father as a reference. 

It was total luck that he _________ (decided) to give me the apartment. It turns out that my father ______ (go) to school together. He decided I could have the apartment straight away – I _____  (am) so lucky!

Vocabulary Task
This month’s vocabulary task is to introduce and practise specific vocabulary that you will use when you write an essay. These words or phrases can make your sentences longer or more sophisticated, and can help you to write a more convincing argument. 

There are 2 parts to this task:

Firstly you must read the words or phrases below and decide which of the following 5 categories they belong to, and write them under that category heading.

Secondly you must logically complete the 10 sentences below which use some of the words and phrases from the 5 categories.

Part 1:
Put the following words under the correct heading:

· E.g. Despite

· Because

· However

· As a result

· In conclusion

· Due to

· In addition

· To sum up

· Not only… but also

· Such as

· Finally
· For example

· As well as

· It can be said that (hint - the correct way to say “I think” in an essay)

Headings:

1. Giving an example
2. Concluding
3.Contrast
4. Cause/result
5. Adding a point
E.g. Despite
Part 2:
Look at the following sentences and finish them in your own words:

1. Pollution from cars can cause health problems such as…

2. People in the UK use their cars more than anyone else in Europe despite…

3. As a result of increased road traffic, …

4. One reason for climate change is due to…

5. Most of us walk and cycle less because…

6. Not only does physical exercise reduce the risk of heart disease but it also…

7. As well as costing less money, walking to school …

8. Children suffered from many different illnesses 100 years ago, for example …

9. In addition to increased access to healthcare, children today …

10. Research into school exam results show that all pupils are performing better today than 30 years ago. However, this is because… 

Reading Task

Well-spoken English Employees Wanted

It’s no good just walking into an office and saying “gissa job” in a thick, scouse accent. If you want a job, you first have to get a “proper accent”, otherwise you may not get past the first interview.

Don’t be too posh though – an Oxford accent is off-putting and sounding like the queen will only irritate your prospective employer. 

The ideal voice for getting a job is similar to a BBC announcer’s voice, because it is “pleasant to listen to”, according to research by David Adams, a psychologist specialising in executive assessment. The comparison did not please the BBC, whose spokesman said: “The BBC accent doesn’t exist anymore. We have an equal opportunities policy and any accent is acceptable provided that it is clearly understood.

Standard accents are important in jobs that involve contact with customers with a wide range of accents, Mr Adams writes, “but for research positions, education and experience would heavily outweigh even the heaviest cockney accent. 

There is consolation for those burdened with a strong accent: they are seen as more honest and friendlier and as having a better sense of humour.  

1. Which of the following opinions does the article express?

a) People with RP give the impression of being confident, intelligent and ambitious, even if they are none of these things.

b) People who have strong regional accents or non-standard accents are perceived as less friendly and less honest than RP people.

c) The BBC uses announcers with “standard” pronunciation because they will be more acceptable both at home and abroad.

2. Are the following statements fact or opinion?

a) An Oxford accent is the smartest accent you can have.

b) The BBC works under equal opportunities policies.

c) If you want to get a job as a researcher, it doesn’t matter what accent you have.

d) There are positive and negative points in having a regional accent.

e) The scouse (Liverpool) accent is difficult to understand.

Writing Task
This task is about brainstorming your own ideas. Read the following question carefully and brainstorm as 
many ideas of your own as possible. Remember to write you ideas in note form (not full sentences), and 
at this stage you do not have to think about how to arrange your ideas into paragraphs. Just write down 
as many ideas as you can! You do not need to write an essay for this question – just think about ideas!
Question:  Do you think that life in the 21st century is easier than it was 100 years ago? Give reasons to 
support your answers.

My brainstormed ideas: 

1. (example) children don’t have to go to work
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