March BBS Tasks
Please send your completed answers for all the tasks to homework@culturalhomestay.com and cc to felicity@culturalhomestay.com before the end of March, with the month and your name as the subject as follows: March/Taro Suzuki

Vocabulary Task 

Polite and tactful language
This exercise checks how you can be polite and tactful when speaking, and how you can best express yourself when you speak on the telephone or in person. There is no one correct answer, so write what you feel is best and most natural for you.

1. How do you ask someone for his or her name on the telephone?

2. You need to tell someone on the telephone to wait. What do you say?

3. You can’t understand what someone is saying on the telephone. How do you ask someone to repeat him or herself in a polite way?

4. You don’t understand how to do something. A) How do you ask for friend for help? B) How do you ask your teacher for help? 

5. You have to leave a message on the telephone for your friend. How do you tell his or her mother what you want to say? What do you say?

6. Imagine you are your friend’s mother, and you have to take this message. What do you write down?

7. How do you ask or request something of someone you don’t know very well in a polite way?

8. You need to talk to your teacher in private. How do you ask? What do you say exactly?

9. You have a dentist’s appointment. How do you ask for some time off school?

10. You are going to be late for school. When you call to tell someone, what do you say? How do you say it?

11. You arrive late to a lesson. How do you explain the reason you were late?

12. How do you tell a friend that you don’t want to go to lunch with them in a polite way?

13. You want someone to go to lunch with you, but you have never eaten together before. What do you say?

For example:
1. How do you ask someone for his or her name on the telephone?

Can I take your name, please?

Grammar Task– Future tenses
This task will practise some of the future tenses (yes there is more than one!!), in particular the future perfect and the future perfect continuous. First though, here is a small reminder of the 2 tenses in question

Future Perfect:

We use the future perfect to say that something will already be complete at a certain time in the future. It is constructed using will + the present perfect – e.g. I will have finished this essay by Friday (Today is Wednesday and I only have the conclusion to write), or I need to speak to Sally, but she will have gone to work by now (It is now 9 o’ clock and I know she leaves for work at 8 o’ clock).

Normally with the future perfect we include a time reference in the sentence (by Friday, before the weekend, by then, by the end of the holiday, before it stops raining etc etc) so we know when the action will be completed.

Future Perfect Continuous:

This tense works like the other perfect continuous tenses, expect the time scale is in the future; compare I have been studying English for 5 years (present perfect continuous - i.e. for the past 5 years up to now, and probably continue into the future as well) with In May I will have been studying English for 5 years (i.e. looking forward to a time when the action will be completed). Please note that they both need a time phrase to qualify them – for 5 years, since Wednesday, for a long time, since I was a child.

The task for this month is to look at the following signs and verbs and use them to complete the sentences. Good luck!

For Example:

“Bridge Closed For Painting June 10 – 12” 

Verbs: paint  complete

It looks as if it will be difficult to visit you on the 11th as I have noticed that they will be painting the bridge, but the 13th is fine as they _will have completed the work by then.

2. “Office Hours 9.00-1.00 and 2.00-5.00”

Verbs: type   leave

Don’t come in the morning because I 1._______________ that report, but don’t come after 5.00 either because I 2.______________ by then.

3. “Australia Welcomes You!”

Verbs: shine   leave

The sun 3._____________ when we sail into Sydney harbour, and we 4.___________ Europe forever!

4. “World population in decline!”

Verbs: decline   fall

This means that in ten years the population 5.____________, and in 200 years it 6.____________ below today’s levels!

 Reading Task
You will read a newspaper article about how TV ignores informative programmes about the developing world.

Read the two summaries. Then read the article. Which summary is more accurate?

1. Although there has been a recent rise in the number of factual programmes about the developing world on British TV, they are not serious investigations into the society and politics of the countries. They are merely entertainment. As a result, British people are less informed about the developing world than they should be.

2. British TV is only really interested in trivia and celebrities, which is why it only makes programmes like “docusoaps” and travel programmes. Although the situation has improved since the events of September 11th  2001, British people are still very ignorant of the events in the developing world.

Britons grow dull on trivia as TV ignores developing world
The British are becoming increasingly ignorant of how more than 80% of the world lives, thinks and acts because television has abandoned serious examination of developing countries, according to a comprehensive analysis of last year’s programming. The research was conducted by the Third World and Environment Broadcasting Trust 3WE, which is funded by Oxfam and other leading development charities. During that period it found there were only four programmes on the politics of developing countries. The report also found that the international documentary was now virtually dead and that “reality” TV, holiday “challenges” and “docusoaps” dominated television coverage of poor countries.

“Eighty-five percent of us get our primary information about the world from television, but the space for programmes covering the lives, cultures and politics of the rest of the world is now almost completely closed”, says Don Redding of Oxfam. More hours, says the report, were devoted to filming British celebrities and game players in exotic locations than to showing the reality of life for the 5 billion people in developing countries. Although factual programming rose by 20% in a year, the number of programmes looking at society, development and environment of developing countries fell dramatically. There were just 10 programmes in the whole year about conflicts and disasters, and programmes on development, human rights and the environment fell to unprecedented low levels, representing just 6% of all international programmes. Even programmes made in developing countries failed largely to show the world from the point of view of the people who lived there. Consumer-orientated travel programmes has increased to one-third of all foreign factual programming, and reality TV programmes such as Survivor has grown to more than 10% of all factual international coverage on the commercial channels.

Following September 11th, beyond the period of research in the report, the authors recorded “many searching examinations” of the state of the world and the division between cultures, but a snapshot survey of February this year found that British TV had reverted to shallow formula entertainment and “brochure” shows. One BBC programme was a desert adventure with former footballer Ian Wright, challenged to survive in the Kalahari Desert. It made no mention of the K’wa, or Bushmen, being evicted from their ancestral areas in what observers called a human rights disaster. The researchers fall just short of accusing the broadcasters of failing to carry out their responsibilities to cover the wider world, but charge them with being obsessed with trivia, culture and celebrities.

Questions

Do you think television should entertain or inform?

Do you think it has a duty to inform us about events and issues in the poorer parts of the world?

How would you describe TV programming in Japan? 

Writing Task
Please brainstorm your ideas on the following question, and then sort you ideas into introduction, paragraph 1 (agreeing arguments), paragraph 2 (disagreeing arguments) and a conclusion. Try looking at the website www.bettertransport.org.uk amongst others to do some research.

Good luck!
The essay question is:

People should be encouraged to use public transport due to the ever-increasing traffic congestion on our roads. How far do you agree with this statement?

