January BBS Tasks
Please send your homework to homework@culturalhomestay.com by the end of January. Please also cc to felicity@culturalhomestay.com If you have any questions, please e-mail me. Good luck!

Grammar

Relative Clauses
Do you know what a relative clause is? Basically it gives extra information about a noun. Very simply, this can be an adjective before the noun – the red hat – or if it is a sentence, after the noun.  The function of relative clauses: 

Relative clauses have the following functions: 

a. Identifying

Relative clauses are used to say which person or thing we mean, they identify a person or thing compared to the others in a potential group, e.g.:

We stayed at a hotel which Keith had recommended.
I can’t find the cup that I was using.
She’s the woman who swam the channel.
Did you enjoy the film (that) you watched last night?
b. Classifying

Relative clauses are used to classify a noun, to say which type of person or thing we mean, e.g.:

I hate people who talk with their mouth full.
Can I borrow a jacket that’s waterproof?
c. Emphasis

If placed within a sentence beginning with it, relative clauses can be used to emphasize a phrase, e.g.:

It was Jackie who was telling the truth, not Sarah.
-Do you know when we use “who” and when we use “which” or “that”? Can you see from the example sentences above?

For your task this month please read the following sentences, and work out how to put them together to make one long sentence. You need to include “who”, “which “or “that”. Look at the following example:

A girl was injured in the accident. She is now in hospital. >>> The girl who was injured in the accident is now in hospital.

Notice also how the articles change (from “a” to “the”). In the sentence with the relative clause, we are aware of which girl the speaker is talking about; maybe we have spoken about her before. Therefore it is more natural to use “the”.

1. A man answered the phone. He told me you were away.

The man _________________________________________

2. A waitress served us. She was very impolite and impatient.

The _______________________________________________

3. A building was destroyed by fire. It has now been rebuilt.

_________________________________________________

4. Some people were arrested. They have now been released.

__________________________________________________

5. A bus goes to the airport. It runs every half hour.

____________________________________________ 
6. We stayed at the Grand Hotel. David recommended it to us.

___________________________________________________

7. The new stadium will be opened next month. It can hold 90,000 people.

_____________________________________________________________

8. Anne is very friendly. She lives next door.

_____________________________________

Reading
Read the following magazine article about a local trading system. Choose the most suitable heading from the list A to G for each part of the article 1-7. There is also one extra heading that you do not need to use.

A. Escape the routine

B. A growing trend

C. Back to nature

D. Old and young

E. Who needs money?

F. Help with the kids

G. Anything and Everything

1. 
In Surrey they use “acorns”, in Manchester “bobbins” and in Cambridge “Cams”. What on earth are these, you may ask? They are all currency units used in the Local Exchange Trading Systems (LETS), a good scheme that avoids the need to pay cash for goods and services, working instead on a bartering exchange system.

2. 

 If you have never heard of LETS you might wonder what all the fuss is about. With more than 500 schemes in the UK, it’s obvious that more and more people are catching on to the idea. And if you are tired of seeing your cash disappear in taxes, here’s a way of keeping your cash and exchanging your skills instead.

3. 
Sean Kelly, who edits his local LETS newsletter, lives in a village in Bedfordshire. He works part-time for the BBC as an engineer. He and his wife, who works part-time for Bedford University, moved to the village from London 8 years ago. They wanted to spend time “doing what they wanted to do”, explains Steve, and LETS fits very well into that plan.

4. 
They joined the LETS scheme when it began after attending a public meeting advertised in a local newspaper. When, 18 months ago, their first child arrived, the LETS scheme became a godsend. Not only have they acquired everything necessary for a baby, they have found the idea of baby-sitting helpful too. “We’ve made more friends locally through LETS than anything else”.

5. 
One of the most popular things on offer as part of the scheme is fresh fruit and vegetables – especially if they are organic. But there are all sorts of skills and goods that people can offer. One member renovates old computers and another hires out ball gowns – not really an everyday service, but she was surprised at the demand.

6. 
Occasionally the members set up a gardening or decorating gang, where the group get together and tackle a bigger job in someone’s garden or home. There are lots of gardeners with years of experience. This becomes a social event too, and you can hear the laughter from one of these gangs from a long way off. Even children become involved in the scheme – car-washing is a particular favourite.

Vocabulary
In Japan, do you associate certain animals with certain physical and emotional characteristics? For example in English you can say a pig is fat, a snail is slow, or an owl is wise. We can also transfer these characteristics to humans, thus thinking that a wise person is like an owl. This is known as a simile. We can say “He is as wise as an owl”. This characteristic is quite positive, but another, such as “She is as slow as a snail” can be negative. 

Your task for this month is to look at the following adjectives and decide which animal they best relate to. Once you have matched them up, write another sentence to further illustrate your sentence.

Look at the following example:

As quiet as a… mouse. >> I didn’t hear you come in last night – you were as quiet as a mouse!

1. as sly as…

2. as proud as…

3. as hungry as…

4. as playful as…

5. as big as…

6. as gentle as…

7. as stubborn as…

8. as slippery as…

9. as busy as…

10. as blind as…

11. as free as…

12. as strong as…

A. bird

B. ox

C. bat

D. fox

E. whale

F. kitten

G. lamb

H. eel

I. wolf

J. bee

K. mule

L. peacock

Writing
On the BBS chat forum, please write about how you spent your Christmas and New Year holiday (approximately 250 words)
Please include:

· Preparations for Christmas – What kind of decorations you put up, Christmas shopping – where you went, what you bought 
· Christmas cards – did you send any? Did you receive any?

· Presents – what presents you gave to your host family, friends and what you received from them
· Christmas concerts that you went to or took part in at school, church etc..
· What you did on Christmas and Boxing Day (Dec 26th)

· How you spent New Year’s Eve and New Year’s Day – e.g. did you go to any parties; did you see the fireworks on the River Thames?

· Did you travel anywhere over the holiday period?

Remember, don’t send your essay by e-mail, please post it in the BBS chat forum so that your fellow AYPs can share your experiences (
