February Reading Task
Please send your answers to homework@culturalhomestay.com and cc to felicity@culturalhomestay.com by the end of February. Good luck!
You are going to read a newspaper article about an American who has taken a major fast food chain to court, arguing that they are responsible for making him obese. 

Read the article, and write your answers to the questions below. Your answers don’t have to be very long, but please do not just write one word!

Fast Food Chains Face Obesity Lawsuit – Man claims he was misled over nutritional content of meals.

If Caesar Barber dreamed of winning fame, he probably didn’t think it would be due to his obesity. But, since the 120kg maintenance worker filed a lawsuit against McDonald’s, Wendy’s, and Burger King last month – seeking damages for eating food that made him obese – Barber’s 15 minutes of fame are proving as painful as the two heart attacks he has already had. Does anyone believe that Mr Barber was too stupid to know that eating saturated fat was less healthy than having fruit or salad?
Barber says he was in the dark about the nutritional content of the fast food he was eating up to five times a week from the 1950’s onwards. Incredibly, he didn’t stop gobbling burgers and salty fries after he had his first heart attack in 1996. He is now a diabetic with high blood pressure. 

In his lawsuit – the first of its kind in the United States – he contends that deceptive advertising misled him about the nutritional value of the food, until a doctor pointed it out. “Those people in the advertisements don’t tell you what’s in the food,” he says. “Now I’m obese. The fast-food industry has ruined my life. They said 100% beef. I thought that meant it was good for you.” Attacks on Barber’s character and perceived IQ became a sport in the US media. Barber wasn’t stupid, columnists and radio presenters joked, just out to make money for failing to take responsibility for his diet. More than 75 million Americans eat fast food every day. “But who”, the journalists asked, “doesn’t know that too much will make you overweight?” Mr Barber honestly didn’t know what the dangers were when he started eating fast-food in the 50’s,” says his lawyer, Samuel Hirsch. “The fast-food chains made no effort then, and little today, to inform consumers about the dangerously high fat, cholesterol or salt content of their food.” Hirsch says that his client, who has now gone into hiding, is not trying to make money but to get the chains to inform their customers that their food is guilty of expanding their waistlines. However, not everyone in the US thinks Barber’s case is a joke. The Physicians Committee for Responsible Medicine applauded the lawsuit.

The committee’s research co-ordinator, Brie Turner-McGrivey, says that whether Barber wins or loses, the hype surrounding the case has been no good for doctors; spotlighting America’s obesity epidemic and role that fast food plays in it.

Questions:

1. What exactly is Caesar Barber’s case against the fast-food chains?

2. Do you think Caesar Barber is really stupid or really clever? Explain your answer with reference to the text. (e.g. I think he is really stupid because……./I think he is really clever because……..)
3. Why is the Physicians Committee pleased that the case has gone to court?

4. Do you think Mr Barber will win his case? Explain your reasons.

February Grammar Task

Relative Clauses Part 2
In last month’s tasks, every sentence had the word who, that or which as a necessary part of the relative clause. However, sometimes it is not necessary to include these words – it makes your English sound more natural and flowing, but in the beginning it may take a bit of thought.

To understand why we sometimes do not need to use who, which or that, you need to understand the following grammatical terms, and how they relate to one another in a sentence: subject vs. object
 e.g. Peter took his dog for a walk yesterday : Peter is the subject, his dog is the object
In a sentence with a relative clause, the who, which or that can relate to either a subject or an object. 
Look at the following examples:
· The woman who lives next door is a doctor. 
who (the woman) is the subject of the relative clause, therefore needs to be included

· The woman who I wanted to speak to wasn’t there. 
who (the woman) is the object, I is the subject. Therefore this can also be The woman I wanted to speak to wasn’t there.
 So, when who, which or that is the object it can be left out.

Be careful also about using what. It cannot be used instead of that (e.g. x Everything what they said was true x). In relative clauses what means “the things that”, so it is used like this:

Did you hear what they said? iI.e. Did you hear the things that they said?)

Read the following sentences and decide if they really need who or that. Put an x next to the word if it is not needed.

1. Have you found the keys that you lost?
2. The people who work in the office are very friendly. 

3. What have you done with the money that I gave you? 

4. The people who I talked to were very friendly. 

5. What happened to the money that was on the table? Did you take it? 

6. It was an awful experience. It was the worst thing that ever happened to me. 

Next, read the following sentences and decide whether to put in what or that. If the sentence is complete without that write (that) - in brackets.

1. I gave her all the money (that) I had.

2. They give their children everything ______ they want.

3. Tel me _____ you want and I’ll try to get it for you.

4. Why do you blame me for everything _____ goes wrong?
5. I don’t agree with _____ you’ve just said.

6. I won’t be able to do much, but I’ll do the best _____ I can.

February Vocabulary Task

Think of any word in English, and you should be able to list its related forms in other parts of speech. For example for the word nation there is also: national, nationalise, nationalism, nationality, nationally, nationalize, nationwide. (phew!). Each can be defined as a different part of speech and therefore is used in a slightly different way to the others. These examples are all suffixes, i.e. added to the end of the core word to change the meaning.

Look at the following verbs. Each can have a variety of suffixes added to it to form nouns. Add the appropriate suffixes to each of them to create nouns and put these derived nouns in the relevant sentences. 

admit, consult, deliver, enter, refer, succeed
E.g. 1. There were so many fans waiting for the group to arrive at the concert hall that they had to go in by the back _entrance____.
2. I'm sorry, madam. We don't have any eggs left in the shop, but we're expecting a ____________________ tomorrow.
3. The ____________________ by the national team captain, that he had taken money to lose games, shocked the whole nation.
4. I left my job in the company last year and started my own ____________________ to advise people going into business for the first time.
5. After the ____________________ of his case to the Appeals Court, he felt that he would finally get out of prison.
6. In his speech the president made a number of ____________________ to the previous day's events.
7. It snowed for twelve days in ____________________ last December.
8. No ____________________ for children unless accompanied by an adult.
9. We can't go down that road. There's a no ____________________ sign.
10. It’s very difficult for us to accept losing, especially as we have enjoyed so much ____________________ for such a long time.
11. The people prayed to God for ____________________ from the misfortunes that they were suffering. 
12. My doctor arranged a ____________________ for me with an eye specialist.

