 December BBS Tasks

Please send your homework to homework@culturalhomestay.com by 4th January. Please also cc to felicity@culturalhomestay.com Good luck!

Grammar Task
This month the task is to read and check whether the following sentences are correct or incorrect. They will all test your understanding of tenses. If you think the sentence is incorrect, please write next to it what you think the correct version should be.

1. The weather was terrible ever since we arrived last Friday. EXAMPLE: wrong. The correct answer is “The weather has been terrible ever since we arrived last Friday”.

2. Do you mind telling me how old you are?

3. Simon Cowell, a specialist in contemporary music, was interviewed on the radio recently.

4. When you’re on a plane its important not to drink too much caffeine.

5. I’ve had a cold for three weeks now, and I can’t get rid of it.

6. As a child I would have a good memory, but as I’ve got older it’s got worse.

7. I’ll never forget to see the eclipse of the sun last year.

8. I’ve watched television since I’ve come home from school this evening.

9. I was wondering why he always late for work.

10. If she hadn’t slept in, she wouldn’t have missed her flight.

11. He’s been trying to break the world record four times but he has always failed.

12. My parents wouldn’t let me go to piano lessons, so I was teaching myself.

Reading Task
December’s task, as November’s, will practise reading for the author’s meaning. Please read the following review of a TV programme called “When we were 12” by a TV critic, and answer the following multiple-choice questions. Remember that you are looking for the author’s opinion, so look carefully at the persuasive language and phrases the author uses. When you come to answer the questions, think of your answers before you look at the a, b, c, d options. For question 5 you may have to look at different parts of the text to find all the information you need to answer the question.

Review

“Bret Simpson’s latest idea for a TV documentary (When We Were 12, Monday 8.00 pm) was, I’m sure, a result of the huge success he’d had with When We Were 80 last year. That was fresh and full of humour and the extraordinary men and women he found to tell their stories were a delight to listen to. Simpson didn’t find it necessary to add anything to them. But with When We Were 12, half the programme was taken up with old news films from the times, or computer imagery of, for example, the sinking of the Titanic. What the point of that was, I’ll never know. Too many directors nowadays seem to think that viewers will get bored watching people talking to the camera, telling their story. They feel the need to show some action. Well, I for one don’t agree. Give me a good actor and/or a good story and I’m happy.

The stories and memories from last night’s programme were a mixture of the ordinary and the unusual. What was good was that you could learn a lot – what the normal behaviour was at the time, how much an ice cream cost in 1925, what was the attitude to the opposite sex. It was in many ways a fascinating programme of social history. But then, just as I was enjoying the trip down memory lane, they inserted one of those irritating bits of film.”

Questions:

1) What’s the writer trying to do in the text?

a) Give his opinion

b) Compare this programme with an earlier one

c) Explain why the programme was made

d) Describe some ways in which the programme failed

2) How did the writer feel about Now We Are 80?

a) He thought something needed adding to it

b) He thought it was an excellent programme

c) He didn’t like the old films in it

d) He felt it needed more action

3) What do you learn about he writer from the review?

a) He doesn’t get bored watching people telling their own stories

b) He doesn’t like any of Bret Simpson’s work

c) He doesn’t like news films being shown on TV.

d) She doesn’t enjoy TV documentaries

4) What did the writer enjoy about When We Were 12?

a) The details of everyday life

b) The action in many of the scenes

c) The use of modern technology

d) The good acting

5) Which of these summaries from another TV review best describes When We Were 12?

a) This programme brings together real people who, now in their 80’s, look back at their lives when they were 12 years old.

b) This programme looks at the world through the eyes of 12-year-old children from all over the world. It will make you laugh and cry.

c) Everyone will enjoy this entertaining and informative programme in which real people remember how the world was at different times during the last century.

d) A 12-year-old child gives a personal view of her life in the last century. The programme includes some amazing film of the Titanic’s last moments.

Vocabulary Task

For this month’s vocabulary task you have to choose the best word or phrase to complete the sentence. All the options have a similar meaning, and may look to you as if any of them would fit. Please think carefully before you make your decision, and make sure you understand:

1) Which part of speech the word or phrase is (e.g. adverb, conjunction, adjectives are all parts of speech) and

2) How it fits with the words in the sentence that come before and after. 

1) After dinner we went for a relaxing _______ along the seafront

a) wander

b) stroll

c) dash

d) trip

2) I didn’t do it ____________. It was an accident.

a) with purpose

b) purposefully

c) in purpose

d) on purpose

3) When I finished my studies, I ___________ for a job in a charitable organisation.

a) applied

b) tried

c) presented

d) recruited

4) He was __________ with cold as he came out of the icy water.

a) trembling

b) shivering

c) shaking

d) rubbing

5) The path was so ___________ that they could hardly keep their feet on it.

a) sliding

b) freezing

c) slippery

d) shiny

6) The house is __________ trees and ____________ by fields.

a) set among, surrounded

b) set in, around

c) among, encircled

d) inside, surrounding

7) When you look out of my grandparents’ front window there are cornfields ____________.

a) for ever

b) for such a long way

c) as far as the eye can see

d) up to the horizon

8) The music at the concert last night was so __________ that we left early.

a) strong

b) deafening

c) exhausting

d) painful

9) He was _________ of manslaughter and sent to prison for two years.

a) fined

b) charged

c) convicted

d) sentenced

10) Cover that dish with foil before you put it in the oven ___________ it will take a long time to cook.

a) although

b) provided that

c) otherwise

d) so that

11) I tried to __________ my daughter not to go by car but to take the train because it was such a long drive.

a) convince

b) persuade

c) encourage

d) warn

12) They couldn’t _________ their noisy neighbours any longer so they called the police.

a) put up with

b) get along with

c) get rid of

d) take for granted

Writing Task

This month you will need to use your ideas that you sent in for last month’s writing task (the question was “Do you think that life in the 21st century is easier than it was 100 years ago? Give reasons to support your answers.”) and arrange them into categories – Introduction, Arguments for, Arguments against and Conclusion.

   Please resend your ideas, but this time please arrange them into categories:

a. Introduction.

b. Arguments for

c. Arguments against

d. Conclusion

Points to remember:

1. If you find that you don’t have any ideas for 1 or more of the categories you need to think of some more and write them down!

2. Try this time to expand you ideas a little bit – try to write one or two sentences for each idea.

