August BBS Tasks

Please send your completed answers to homework@culturalhomestay.com
Good luck!

PART ONE - LISTENING

Do you ever read or watch the news in England? It's a great way of improving your English and a good topic of conversation with friends and family. 

Your task this month is to:

1. watch the news every day for one week. 
2. Make notes on what you can understand. 
3. Then ask questions to your family and friends about anything you don't understand and about any difficult vocabulary. 




PART TWO - WRITING 
When you have finished your one week listening task, please write a report on the top news stories from the week. Be very careful with your spelling and grammar and using A/ THE. Your report should be approximately 100 words. 


PART THREE - GRAMMAR
Present Perfect vs. Past Simple 
Both these tenses are used to talk about something that happened in the past. However, the past simple tense is used to talk about something that has finished, (“I went shopping”) but the present perfect is used when an action is unfinished, or relates to the present (“I’ve been shopping”) 
Examples of Present Perfect:

e.g. I have been to Paris (talking about an experience in your life, and your life is continuing now. 

e.g. Chris has lost his car keys again! (This happened at some time in the past, but it is important NOW – he needs his keys and realises that he doesn’t have them) 

e.g. I’ve been waiting for the bus for 15 minutes now, and its still not here (The action started in the past, continued to the present, and may continue to the future) 

This task will practice the difference between the Past simple and the Present perfect tenses. 
Read the following sentences and decide whether the underlined parts of the sentences are correct or incorrect? If you think it is incorrect, please write the correct version: 
_______________________________________________
1.Do you know about Sue? She’s given up her job. 
2. The Chinese have invented the printing press invented the Printing Press 
3.How many plays has Shakespeare written? 
4. Have you read any English magazines since you came to the UK? 
5. John Lennon has been the most popular member of The Beatles. 
6. Ow! I’ve cut my finger. It’s bleeding. 
7. My grandparents have got married in Manchester. 
8. Emma isn’t at home. She’s gone shopping. 
9. Look! Someone has spilt Ribena on the carpet. Quick, get a cloth! 
10. The plane has taken off 10 minutes ago.
_____________________________________________
