April BBS Tasks
Please email your answers to homework@culturalhomestay.com before 30th April, with your name and the month as the subject heading. Good luck!
Vocabulary

This month’s vocabulary task is synonyms - a synonym is a word that has the same or a similar meaning to another word. For example, ‘big’ and ‘large’ are synonyms. 

It is very useful to know some synonyms because in English we try not to repeat the same words in an essay or a conversation. 

Here is an exercise to help you think about synonyms. Each question has one word missing – it is your task to choose a suitable synonym for the underlined word in each question in order to make a natural conversation. 

1. 
A: I was so bored in that lesson! 
B: Yeah, I was really ________, too. 

2. 
A: Jessica is really kind, isn’t she? 
 
B: Yes, she is one of the most ___________ people I know. 

3. 
A: The school looks very new. 
 
B: Yes, it’s quite ___________. 

4. 
A: His family must be so rich! 
 
B: Mm, I think they are quite __________. 

5. 
A: My little brother is really untidy! 
 
B: I suppose all children are _________, aren’t they? 

6. 
A: That concert was wonderful! 
 
B: Yes, I thought it was ____________.

7.
A: I found that last exhibit really interesting, didn’t you?

 
B: Yes, the detail on the costumes was _______________.

8.
A: I don’t really like horror films – nowadays they are so realistic they give me nightmares!

B: Yeah, I know – the make-up and special effects are really __________. 

Grammar

This month’s grammar focus: conditional tenses. 

Think of the difference in meaning between these 2 sentences:

1. If I find Sarah’s watch, I will give it back to her.

2. If I found Sarah’s watch, I would give it back to her.
In sentence 1, there is a greater chance that the watch will be found (she only just lost it, she hasn’t left the house today etc). Therefore we use the present tense with the “if” clause, plus “will”.

In sentence 2, there is less chance the watch will be found (she lost it last week, she went to many different places last week). Therefore we us the past tense with the “if” clause, plus “would”.

So, when you are choosing which conditional to use, you need to think of the probability of something happening - if it is high, use the present tense + will, if it is low, use the past tense + would.

Try to complete the exercises below with the correct conditional tense:
1. If you took more exercise, ________________

2. I’d feel very angry if _____________________

3. If I didn’t go to work tomorrow, ___________________

4. Would you go to the party if ____________________?

5. Would you mind if ________________________ ?

6. I will call you back if ______________________

7. Would Tim mind if _______________ without asking first?

8. Shall we tell them the truth? No, if we tell them the truth _____________

9. If I fail this exam, my future _____________________

10. Why don’t we invite Bob to the party? No, if we do that, his friends ______

Reading

This month’s reading skill is skimming. 
Skimming means reading very quickly. You don’t read every word; just let your eye travel quickly over the words. This is a very useful skill when you have a long passage to read, and you need to look for specific information. 

Please read the passage below about climate change and its possible effects. If you don’t know a particular word when you reading don’t worry too much – try to keep going and see what else you can understand. First read the question below carefully, so that you have an idea of what you are looking for when you read the article. 

1. Skim read the article below. Can you name 3 possible good effects of global warming? 

2. What, in your opinion, is the most worrying effect of climate change from the points listed below?
2. Describe how Europe might be affected by global warming. 


What Climate Change Might Do... 

Think that global warming doesn't matter? Here are some of the effects that are likely to happen if the predicted 4-5 degree rise in average world temperatures happens... 

Tropical diseases. Tropical diseases such as malaria and typhus could become common in places where they presently do not exist - such as Europe and the USA. 

Extreme weather. Events such as floods, hurricanes and cyclones could become much more common everywhere as weather fluctuations become greater. In industrialised countries this means many more people will find their homes destroyed by floods, hurricanes etc. In developing countries these events often destroy whole communities and leave hundreds or thousands of people dead. 


Holidays. The higher temperatures in some industrialised countries might make it nicer for holidaymakers, and boost tourism there. 

Sea level rises. This must be the most well documented consequence of global warming. Amongst the land that could disappear is the entire country of the Maldives, as well as river deltas in Bangladesh and Egypt, both home to millions of people. 

Heat stroke deaths. No, don't laugh. It's well documented that on very hot summers, even in industrialised countries, death rates rise as some people die because of the intense heat. 

Water shortages. Global warming may lead to less rainfall across much of Africa and the Middle East. Many of the countries in this region are ones where water is already scarce. 
 
Reduced deaths from cold. Extreme cold can cause additional deaths just as extreme heat can. So deaths from this source are likely to fall, though it seems unlikely that this will be sufficient to compensate for the increased deaths from heat.


Famines and droughts. A fairly obvious consequence of higher temperatures. Famines and droughts in developing countries will become more common. 

Less food production. Overall agricultural yields across the world will fall. The pattern will be complex however - there may be regions where yields rise. Western Europe may be one such region. However, most of the world is likely to see reductions, with the net overall effect being negative. Developing countries will be particularly hard hit. (A common theme with global warming is the countries that already have shortages and which do not substantially cause the global warming problem are often the ones where climate change will be at its most severe). 

Better crop production. Higher levels of carbon dioxide might make plants grow faster. There is already some evidence that vegetation density in some parts of Europe is higher now than it was 20 years ago.

More illness. Besides the movement of tropical diseases further away from the equator, higher temperatures in general make it easier for many bacteria and parasites to thrive. For example higher temperatures have been linked to higher incidence of food poisoning. There are other indirect effects. For example, rising seawater may increase transmission of water-borne diseases. More floods could mean more problems of water being contaminated by sewage etc. Greater economic globalisation adds to these problems, as goods travel further to their destinations, diseases and their carriers may travel with them. 

Europe colder. Paradoxically, the United Kingdom and most of North West Europe could well become colder rather than warmer - we could end up with severe winters similar to those that Canada presently has. This is because global warming could disrupt the flow of the Gulf Stream, an ocean current in the Atlantic that brings warm water to European shores. The Gulf Stream is the reason why the countries of North-Western Europe have much warmer climates than you'd normally expect for places of that latitude. 

Remember, the scientific consensus that global warming is happening and is caused by greenhouse gas emissions is overwhelming. Every time you drive a car, fly in a plane or do anything that burns gas, coal or oil, you are very slightly contributing to making the problem worse. On the other hand, you should also remember that the above is a prediction of what many of the effects are likely to be. There is uncertainty about the detailed predictions, so some of the predictions above may not occur - although the likelihood is that if we continue to emit greenhouse gases at the present rate, most of them will happen. 
 

 

Writing
Please write about 250 words on one of the following topics: 

1. 'Shopping is not always an enjoyable experience.' How far do you agree with this statement? 

2. The British government says that children are eating too much junk food and watching too much TV. How do the lifestyles of children differ between Japan and the UK? 
